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2nd FUJAIRAH ENDURANCE  
CHESS SOLVING CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

 

Organizers:  
Fujairah chess & culture club                     
Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mohammed  
bin Hamad Al Sharqi – Crown Prince of Fujairah 
 

  

World Federation for Chess Composition 
IN THE FRAMES OF 15TH INTERNATIONAL SOLVING CONTEST 

 

 

The great success of the 1st Fujairah endurance chess solving competition 2017 

inspired organizers from the Fujairah chess & culture club to make some further 

steps. Firstly, the UAE had joined the World Federation for Chess Composition 

(WFCC), and allowed participants from UAE to compete for the international solving 

rating. 

Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad Al Sharqi, the Crown 

Prince of Fujairah, the rated 2nd Fujairah endurance chess solving competition was 

organized on Sunday, 27th January 2019, in the frames of the 15th International 

Solving Contest. On the same day, 648 solvers from 49 countries were taking part in 

the 15th ISC, and the tourney in Fujairah proved to be the most successful one. 

This was a historical event for Arab countries. More than 1.000 years ago chess 

problems were brought to 

Western Europe thanks to 

Arab manuscripts, and in 

2019 they came back to 

its origins in the form of 

the first solving 

competition under 

international rules. Arab 

world may be proud of the 

word “mansuba” that has 

been used in the rest of 

the world, describing the 

first known chess 

problems. 

Arabic Mansuba 

Mate in 3 moves 
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New kinds of chess problems, more difficulty 
 

The week before competition, preparations and lectures started in the form of 

Emirates Tour, in the chess & culture clubs in Al Ain, Abu Dhabi, Sharjah, Dubai and 

Fujairah. Under coordination of the International arbiter and International organizer 

Mahdi Abdulrahim, the lectures were given by the members of the WFCC Youth 

Committee, GM of solving and composing chess problems Marjan Kovačević, reigning 

World champion in composing two-move chess problems; and Mrs. Julia Vysotska, 

the webmaster of the WFCC. The two of them also took duties of the main controllers 

in the competition.  

In order to adjust to the international rules, players and their trainers were 

acquainted with the kinds of problems they had never solved before: the helpmates 

and the selfmates. Also, they got to learn international rules about writing solutions. 

It all made 2nd Fujairah endurance chess solving competition much more difficult 

than the 1st one.  
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Perfect conditions 
 

Although the competition was held on working day in UAE, it attracted 113 

participants, more than in any other city among 49 locations around the world, 

where the 15th ISC took place. Many of the foreign guests admitted that Fujairah 

offered the best conditions in the world.  

The big and comfortable solving hall in the Novotel hotel was completely prepared 

one day earlier, under supervision of FIDE Arbiter Mohammad Abdul Ghani Hallak. 

Participants got all needed equipment, and the time for solving was presented on 

the big screens.  
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World champions in Fujairah 
 

The competition in Fujairah attracted the reigning 

World champion in solving chess problems, GM Piotr 

Murdzia from Poland, who won convincingly, with 

maximum of 60 points. Not only that, the multiple 

World champion had the best result on the world 

level, among 261 participants of Category 1. 

Among the guests, there was GM Andrey Selivanov 

from Russia, the reigning World champion in 

composing selfmates, and GM Oleg Pervakov, the 

reigning World champion in composing endgame 

studies. 

  

11 more Grandmasters took part: GM Eltaj 

Safarli (Azerbaijan), GM Gabriel Sargissian 

(Armenia), GM Kiril Shevchenko (Ukraine), 

GM Konstantin Landa (Russia), GM Hicham 

Hamdouchi (Morocco), GM Elmar 

Magerramov (Azerbaijan), GM Sergey 

Kayumov (Uzbekistan), GM Viorel 

Iordachescu (Moldavia), GM Dimitri 

Komarov (Ukraine), GM Walter Arencibia 

(Cuba) and GM Viktor Moskalenko (Spain). 
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The Competition 
 

There were 2 rounds lasting 2 hours each, and 3 different categories of participants: 

1. with ELO rating above 2.000, 2. with solving rating up to 1.700, or without it, and 

3. juniors up to 13 years, born 2006 and younger.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “The objective behind organizing 

this event is to help local chess 

players identify weakness,  

if any, and correct them.  

I am very happy that we organized 

this rated tourney in Fujairah,  

and very proud that UAE  

became a part of WFCC.  

We are thankful to  

Crown Prince of Fujairah  

for supporting the tournament.”  

Dr Abdullah Ali Al Barakat,  

Chairman of the Fujairah Chess and 

Cultural Club Board 
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Successes of the young participants from UAE 
 

The progress of the young 

participants from UAE was 

clearly visible in Categories 2 

and 3. In spite of being only 14 

years old, and solving helpmates 

and selfmates for the first time, 

Ammar Al Sedrani from Fujairah 

chess & culture club convincingly 

won competition in Category 2, 

and was 7th in the overall table 

of 151 solvers in the world. The 

positive effects of solving were 

visible right after the 

competition, in the chess 

tournament in Serbia, where the 

student of GM Igor Miladinović improved 

his rating 87 points. 

In Category 3, Abdularhman Al Taher 

from the Sharjah chess & culture club 

was the only one with maximum of 30 

points. He was 8th among 236 

participants around the world, losing 

better position only because of more 

time spent on solving. 
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Prize winners in Fujairah 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Category 1 

1 Murdzia, Piotr POL 

2 Pavlov, Danila RUS 

3 Shevchenko, Kirill UKR 

4 Selivanov, Andrey RUS 

5 Landa, Konstantin RUS 

6 Viktorov, Evgeny RUS 

7 El Taher, Fouad EGY 

 

Category 2 

1 Al Sedrani, Ammar UAE 

2 Sameir, Ram EGY 

3 Shanya, Mishra IND 

4 Abdulaziz, Ali UAE 

5 Al Zaabi, Talal UAE 

 

Category 3 

1 Al Taher,Abdulrahman UAE 

2 Saeed, M Nami UAE 

3 Harshavardhimi, M. S. IND 

4 Shah, Tay IND 

5 Altaher, Khaled Tarek UAE 
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Conclusions and future possibilities 
 

The Fujairah chess & culture club proved to be capable of organizing biggest rated 

events in solving chess problems, such as the World Solving Cup. In the same time, 

Fujairah has a chance to become the leader of the youth solving competitions.  

The first step in this direction might be organization of the 1st Arab Youth Solving 

Championship, with a training center in Fujairah chess & culture club. This way, 

the youngest participants would be gradually educated to enter more serious 

competitions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Marjan Kovačević 

ISC 2019 Controller in UAE 

GM Solver & GM Composer 

 

Photos: Patricia Claros Aguilar & Julia Vysotska 
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ISC 2019  RESULTS:  Category 1 UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

 

ISC 2019  RESULTS:  Category 2 UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
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ISC 2019  RESULTS:  Category 3 UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
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ISC 2019  RESULTS:  Overall TOP 10 
 
This year 648 solvers from 49 countries took part in 3 Categories of ISC. Apart from the overall winner 

Piotr Murdzia, participants from Fujairah were placed among top 10 in each of three groups. 

ISC 2019  TOP 10:  Category 1 (261 solvers) 

 

ISC 2019  TOP 10:  Category 2 (151 solvers) 

 

ISC 2019  TOP 10:  Category 3 (236 solvers) 

 

 

Detailed official 

results with 

complete statistics 

are on official 

website of the 

World Federation 

for Chess 

Composition 

(www.wfcc.ch) 

  

https://www.wfcc.ch/wp-content/uploads/ISC-2019-Cat.1-Results.pdf
https://www.wfcc.ch/wp-content/uploads/ISC-2019-Cat.2-Results.pdf
https://www.wfcc.ch/wp-content/uploads/ISC-2019-Cat.3-Results.pdf
(https:/www.wfcc.ch/
https://www.wfcc.ch/15th-isc-results/
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